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MRS. ELISABETH ROSALIA HASTE 


JUNE 16 (legislative day, JUNE 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printe> 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 5543] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5543) for the relief of Mrs. Elisabeth Rosalia Haste, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the excluding provision 
of existing law relating to the commission of a crime involving moral 
turpitude in behalf of Mrs. Elisabeth Rosalia Haste, the wife of a 
United States citizen. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Antwerp, Belgium, on Janu- 
ary 1, 1915, and is now married to Corp. Coy T. Haste, who is presently 
stationed at Fort Hayes, Columbus, Ohio. Mrs. Haste was con- 
victed in Belgium in 1946 for the theft of a watch and some meat and 
tobacco stamps for which she was fined 100 franes. Without the 
waiver provided for in the bill the beneficiary of the bill will be unable 
to join her citizen husband in this country. 

ongressman Earl Wilson, the author of the bill, submitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the 
following information in connection with the case: 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL, 
Antwerp, Belgium, September 14, 1961. 
The Honorable Eart WILson, ° 
House of Representatives. 


My Dear Mr. Witson: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
September 6, 1951, expressing an interest in the immigration visa case of Mrs. 
Elizabeth R. Haste, nee Visser, who is the wife of Corp. Coy T. Haste, United 
States Army, now stationed at Fort Hayes, Columbus 18, Ohio. 

As you are apparently aware, Mrs. Visser was informed by this consulate gen- 
eral on August 27, 1948, that she had been found to be mandatorily excludable 
from entry into the United States under the provisions of section 3 of the Immi- 
gration Act of February 5, 1917. I believe that you will concur in this decision 
since, for your confidential information, Mrs. Visser was convicted of theft as 
evidenced by a copy of the abstract of her condemnation which she presented 
to this office. The condemnation also appeared on a police certificate (good 
conduct certificate) dated August 16, 1948. 

Under these circumstances, I regret to inform you that no further action can 
be taken by this office. 

Sincerely yours, 
GeorGeE Tait, 
American Consul General. 





(Translation from Dutch] 


Extract from the minutes filed with the Chancellery of the Court of the First 
Instance with its seat in Antwerp. 

The Court of the First Instance, in Antwerp, Tenth Chamber, administering 
justice in criminal cases: 


2476. No. 1821, 


In lawsuit of the Public Prosecutor versus Elisabeth Rosalia Visser, seamstress, 
wife of Lodewijk De Schrijver, born in ae on January 1, 1915, domiciled 
in Antwerp, Volkstraat No. 27, at present Van Schoonhovestraat 1, is accused— 

A. of having fraudulently purloined four meat ration cards and tobacco ration 
coupons from Mrs. Elza De Keuster; 

B. of having either fraudulently misappropriated from Mrs. Elza De Keuster 
or squandered a wrist watch which she had been given on condition of returning 
it or making a certain use of it; 
the aforesaid having been done in Antwerp, in the same canton, or at another place 
in the arrondissement of Antwerp between February 1 and 13, 1945. 

After examining the inquisitorial documents, 

after hearing the witness, 

after listening to the petition of the Public Prosecutor, 

as the accused though duly summoned, does not appear, 

as it has been proved that the accused has committed the facts with which she 
has been charged, 

as the facts A and B intermix in the sense of article 65 of the penal code, being 
committed at the same time and with the same intention, 

as there are extenuating circumstances because of her hitherto good conduct, 

and in view of the provisions of articles 194, 186 of the Code of the Administra- 
tion of Justice in Criminal Cases 1.7.3 of the penal code and of the law of January 
2, 1924, articles 2, 11, 14, 31, 32, 34, 35, 37, and 41 of the law of June 15, 1935, 

The Court for these reasons and applying articles 461, 463, 491, 65, 85, 38, 
40 of the penal code as indicated by the President, 

administering justice in the defendant’s absence, 

sentences the accused for the intermixed facts A and B to a fine of a hundred 
franes and the costs of the proceedings which, taken altogether, amount to 
15 francs—centimes; 

decides that, by applying article 37 of the law of June 8, 1926, amended by 
article 1 of the law of December 27, 1927, the fine is increased by 60 tenths per 
franc, whereby it will amount to 700 francs; 

decrees that in case of delay of payment within the space of time fixed by article 
40 of the penal code the fine of 100 franes, increased by sixty tenths as mentioned 
above, may be replaced by 1 month’s imprisonment. 

This sentence was pronounced in Antwerp in open court on the 17th day of 
May 1946. 
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The gentlemen present were: 

Bervoets, vice president and sole judge, 

Verheyden, R. Vaes, Belgian, older than 25 years, approved lawyer, taking 
part in the proceedings and acting because all ordinary and deputy judges were 
prevented from attending. 

Van Leuven, deputy prosecutor of the King. 

Van de Valle, clerk. 

Signed: Bervoets—Verheyden—Vaes—Van de Walle. 

Certified true extract served on the defendant Mrs. Elisabeth Visser, Balans- 
straat 163, Antwerp. 

Two words canceled. 

For the head clerk 

THe CLERK. 
(legible). 
Seal: Court of the First Instance Antwerp. 
Duty stamp, 40 francs, July 20, 1951. 


(Translation from Dutch] 


LEON VAN MECHELEN, LAWYER, 
GENERAL LEMANSTRAAT 46, 
Antwerp, July 20, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

The undersigned Leon van Mechelen, lawyer in Antwerp, hereby declares 
that he was consulted by Frau Elisabeth Rosalia Vissers because of a plea to be 
made against the sentence of May 17, 1946, pronounced against her in her ab- 
sence by the Tenth Correctional Chamber of the Court of the First Instance in 
Antwerp, according to which she was sentenced to a penalty of 100 frances; that 
he was not able to lodge this appeal because the dates fixed by law had expired. 

He hereby confirms his conviction that the sentence was pronounced only 
because Frau Visser was not present at the proceedings and was therefore unable 
to defend herself, and that if an appeal had been possible, the court would have 
canceled the penalty and Frau Visser would have been acquitted. 

The undersigned hereby confirms that the sentence as pronounced does not 
represent a criminal punishment but only a very light correctional punishment, 


(Signed) L. van MECHELEN. 
(Official seal and duty stamp of the community of Berchem.) 


The above signature of Mynheer van Mechelen, Leon, which he made in my 
presence under his own hand, is hereby authenticated. 
Berchem, July 23, 1951. 
The Burgomaster K. WoutTrrs. 


According to her declaration, Frau Elisabeth Haste is identical with the above- 
named Frau Elisabeth Rosalia Visser. 
100 Belgian francs equal two United States dollars. 


AFFIDAVIT 


ConsULATE GENERAL OF THE UNITED States OF AMERICA, 
City of Frankfort on Main, Germany, ss: 


I, Elisabeth Rosalia Haste, nee Visser, born on January 1, 1915, at Antwerp, 
Belgium, do hereby make the following statements under oath: 

In February 1945 I was living in the house of a childhood acquaintance, Mrs. 
Elza De Keuster, in Antwerp, Belgium, as a result of the destruction of my own 
home in that city. Mrs. De Keuster gave me a broken wrist watch and asked 
me to trade it for food, which I reluctantly agreed to do. I made one attempt 
to trade it to a British soldier who refused it because it was broken. I made no 
other attempt to trade it and returned it to Mrs. De Keuster after 3 days. I saw 
her place it in the drawer of a cupboard in the kitchen of her house. 

Three or four days later I left Mrs. De Keuster’s house because she asked me 
for more money and I believed that I was paying enough to her. I rented a 
room of my own at 1 Schoonhovestraat, Antwerp. During this time I was 
employed by the Fourth Squadron, Eighth Corps District Signals of the British 
Army. In May 1945 I was transferred to the British installations at Hamburg, 
Germany, as a switchboard operator, but in October 1945 I resigned and returned 
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to Antwerp, Belgium. I obtained employment with the United States Seven 
Hundred and Seventh Military Police Battalion as a switchboard operator and 
continued to reside at 1 Schoonhovestraat, Antwerp. 

In early 1946 I received a notice to appear in the Tenth Chamber of Justice in 
Antwerp as a result of a complaint made in February 1945 by Mrs. De Keuster 
that I had retained a wrist watch which belonged to her and that I had stolen 
some meat and tobacco ration stamps. I did not, however, attend the court 
session, because I did not wish to ask for leave for this purpose. I did not know 
at that time that my absence would have any effect on the case. 

About 2 months later I received a copy of the decision of the court stating that 
I had been sentenced to pay a fine of 100 francs and other costs of 615 francs. 
I did not pay the fine at that time because I did not feel that it was necessary. 
There was no attempt made to collect the fine or to imprison me for my failure to 


ay it. 

In July 1948 I was preparing to marry Corp. Coy Thomas Haste, United 
States Army. On applying for the necessary good-conduct certificate I was 
informed by the police that a fine still remained unpaid on my record. I then 
requested professional assistance of Mr. Jules De Kaiser, a lawyer in Antwerp. 
He advised me to pay the fine in order to get the certificate, and I did so. 

I then presented my papers to the American consulate general in Antwerp and 
was informed that I was inadmissible to the United States on grounds of having 
been convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude. I requested my lawyer 
Mr. De Kaiser, to appeal this decision. He advised me, however, that it was, 
not possible to do this because the fine had already been paid and the case was 
considered closed. It was necessary, therefore, to postpone our marriage 
indefinitely. 

I further declare under oath that the charges made against me by Mrs. Elza 
De Keuster to be false and that I did not commit the fraudulent actions for 
which I was convicted and fined. I paid the fine only because of my ignorance 
of legal technicalities and did not consider my action to be admission of guilt. 
I have failed to continue action in the appeal of my conviction only because legal 
technicalities make it impossible to reopen this case. 


ExvisaABEtH Rosauia Haste. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 15th day of August 1951. 


SamvugE. C. Brown, 
Vice Consul of the United States of America, duly commissioned and qualified. 


Tariff of fees, Item 29, Service No. 3960. Fee $2, 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5543) should bé enacted. 


O 





@ 





